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TABLE 3-1: Grain Certification Decision Table

If the grain is determined to be: Then:

Bunted Kernel Negative ◆ Use PPQ Form 540 or local equivalent as 
approved by the PPQ Project Director

Bunted Kernel Positive ◆ Issue PPQ Form 530 (Limited Permit) or local 
equivalent as approved by the PPQ Project 
Director for each truck load of grain

◆ Move positive grain only to an approved facility 
for processing
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Decision Charts for Principal Activities

TABLE 3-3: Grain from KB Regulated Areas

If grain is from: And: And: Then:

A field sampled 
for bunted 
kernels

Positive For animal 
feed

Issue a Limited Permit (PPQ 530) for 
movement to facilities with a Compliance 
Agreement1

1 Conveyances for KB positive grain must be leak proof and covered prior to moving outside the 
regulated area.

For milling Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
facilities with a Compliance Agreement for 
mill waste destined for use as animal 
feed1

Going to a 
storage facility 
or to an export 
terminal facility

Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
facilities with a Compliance Agreement1

Negative For domestic 
use or going to 
an export 
terminal 
facility2

2 Crops from previously tested positive fields are not eligible for export to countries that require 
an Additional Declaration (AD) on federal phytosanitary certificates.

Issue a Certificate to any location for 
non-planting uses and limited export uses2

Storage 
facilities 
sampled for 
bunted kernels 
or storage 
facilities 
located outside 
the regulated 
area that are 
commingled 
with regulated 
grain

Positive For animal 
feed

Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
facilities with a Compliance Agreement1

For milling Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
facilities with a Compliance Agreement for 
mill waste destined for use as animal 
feed1

Going to a 
storage facility 
or to an export 
terminal facility

Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
facilities with a Compliance Agreement1

Negative For domestic 
use

Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
any location for any purpose other than 
planting

Going to an 
export terminal 
facility

1. Issue a Limited Permit for movement to 
facilities with a Compliance Agreement.

2. Allow movement to countries with no 
Karnal bunt certification requirements.
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TABLE 3-5: Host Crop Hay/Straw Movement Decision Table

If moving: And: And: Then:

Within the 
regulated area

No kernels are 
present1

1 Host crop hay cut prior to the dough stage is unregulated and does not require an inspection. 
The hay is eligible for a Certificate (PPQ 540), if requested by the producer, but the certificate 
is not a requirement or a condition of movement.

Hay/straw cut prior to the dough 
stage is unregulated

Kernels are present 
(collect a 4-pound 
sample of grain) or 
a survey has 
determined the 
field’s status

The field 
or kernels 
test KB 
negative

Issue a Certificate (PPQ 540 or PPQ 
527). The producer must maintain a 
movement log, if necessary, based on 
local farming practices.

The field 
or kernels 
test KB 
positive

1. Send certified notification of 
positive field status to the owner 
and producer of the field.

2. Issue a Limited Permit (PPQ 530) 
for host crop hay/straw fed to 
livestock or used in areas within 
the regulated area under 
conditions of a Compliance 
Agreement.2

2 See livestock decision table to determine the requirements of livestock being fed KB positive 
grain.

Outside the 
regulated area

No kernels are 
present1

Hay cut prior to the dough stage is 
unregulated

Kernels are present 
(collect a 4-pound 
sample of grain) or 
a survey has 
determined the 
field’s status

The field 
or kernels 
test KB 
negative

Issue a Certificate (PPQ 540 or PPQ 
527). The producer must maintain a 
movement log, if necessary, based on 
local farming practices.

The field 
or kernels 
test KB 
positive

1. Send certified notification of 
positive field status to the owner 
and producer of the field.

2. Call the field manager to explain 
options.

3. Issue a conveyance Compliance 
Agreement (CA) to move host crop 
hay/straw under Limited Permit 
(PPQ 530) to an approved 
processing establishment that has 
a CA.
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TABLE 3-6: Decision Table for Livestock Grazed on Wheat Grain or Host Crop Hay/
Straw1

1 Livestock removed from grazing on host crop prior to the dough stage are not regulated.

If the wheat: And: And in: And fed on: Then:

Tested 
negative for 
bunted kernels

Allow 
movement of 
livestock to 
any area

Tested positive 
for bunted 
kernels or 
cannot be 
tested

There has 
been a 5-day 
clean-out 
period of 
feeding

A feedlot Bunted kernel 
negative, treated 
positive grain, or 
non-host feed at a 
feedlot under a 
Compliance 
Agreement for 
manure disposition

Allow 
movement of 
livestock to 
any area 
(provide PPQ 
Form 540 if 
requested)

Other than grain 
described in the 
cell above

Do not allow 
movement of 
livestock

Pasture, 
rangeland, or a 
cultivated field 
within the 
regulated area

A non-host crop and 
under a compliance 
agreement for 
movement of cattle

Allow 
movement of 
livestock to 
any area with a 
PPQ Form 540

A host crop or not 
under compliance 
agreement

Do not allow 
movement of 
livestock

There has not 
been a 5-day 
clean-out 
period of 
feeding
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TABLE 3-8: Cleaning and Sanitizing Decision Table1

1 For handling equipment within the regulated areas of AZ, CA, NM, and TX.

If item is: And: And: And: Then:

Seed
cleaning or 
reconditioning 
equipment

Working in any 
regulated area 
and processed 
host crop 
material

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing 
required before leaving the 
regulated area

◆ Issue Certificate (PPQ 540) 
after treatment is observed 
by program personnel

Transiting the 
regulated area

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing NOT 
required; follow best 
management practices for 
that state

Grain storage 
facilities and 
conveyance 
equipment 
(bins, 
elevators, 
bags, legs, 
augers, 
railcars, etc.)

Stored or 
transported 
positive tested 
host material 
(kernels or 
spores)

Will be used in 
the production, 
harvest, 
transportation, 
or storage of 
SEED

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing 
required

◆ Issue Certificate (PPQ 540) 
after treatment is observed 
by program personnel

Will only be 
used in the 
production, 
harvest, 
transportation, 
or storage of 
GRAIN

◆ Cleaning required; follow best 
management practices for 
that state

◆ Issue Certificate (PPQ 540) 
after treatment is observed 
by program personnel

Stored or 
transported 
negative 
tested host 
material; spore 
status 
unknown

Will only be 
used in the 
production, 
harvest, 
transportation, 
or storage of 
GRAIN

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing NOT 
required; follow best 
management practices for 
that state

Will be used in 
the production, 
harvest, 
transportation, 
or storage of 
SEED

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing 
required

◆ Issue Certificate (PPQ 540) 
after treatment is observed 
by program personnel

Combines and 
other 
harvesting 
equipment 
(thrashers, 
headers, grain 
carts, buggies, 
etc.)

Transiting the 
regulated area

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing NOT 
required; follow best 
management practices for 
that state

Working in the 
regulated area

Known to have 
harvested 
positive tested 
host material 
(bunted kernels)

Moving within or 
between regulated 
areas

◆ Cleaning required between 
regulated areas, optional 
within regulated area; follow 
best management practices 
for that state

Leaving the 
regulated area

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing 
required

◆ Issue Certificate (PPQ 540) 
after treatment is observed 
by program personnel

Known to have 
harvested 
negative tested 
host material

Moving between 
regulated areas, 
leaving the 
regulated area, or 
crop from next 
field is intended to 
be used as seed

◆ Cleaning and sanitizing NOT 
required, but optional; follow 
best management practices 
for that state

◆ Issue Certificate (PPQ 540) if 
treatment performed
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1 Peterson, G. L. and M. R. Bonde. 2000. Size-selective sieving for detecting teliospores of Tilletia indica 
in wheat seed samples. Plant Disease 9:999-1007.
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Bin-tested negative grain is eligible for a Limited Permit (PPQ Form 530). 
See Instructions for Filling out PPQ Form 530 (Limited Permit).
Field-tested negative grain is eligible for a Certificate (PPQ Form 540).
See Instructions for filling out PPQ Form 540 (Certificate).


